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SERMON XXV,

The wife and foolifli Virgins.

Matthew xxv. 13.

Watch therefore^ for ye know neither the day nor the hour

in which the Son of man cometh,

THE apoftle Paul, in his cpiftle to the Hebrews, informs

us, ** That it is appointed for all men once to die

;

after that is the judgment." And I think, if any confideration

be fufRcient to awaken a fleeping drowfy world, it muft be

this, That there will be a day wherein thefe heavens (hall

be wrapt up like a fcroll, this element melt with fervent

heat, the earth and all things therein be burnt up, and every

foul, of every nation and language, fummoned to appear be-

fore the dreadful tribunal of the righteous Judge of quick and

dead, to receive rewards and puniflimenrs, according to the

deeds done in their bodies. The great apoftle juft mentioned,

when brought before Felix, could think of no better means to

convert that finful man, than to reafon of temperance, righ-

teoufnefs, and more efpecially of a judgment to come. The
firft might in fome meafure affecSl:, but, I am perfuaded, it was

the laft confideration, a judgment to come, that made him to

tremble: and fo bad as the world is now grown, yet there are

few have their confciences fo far feared, as to deny that there

will be a reckoning hereafter. The promifcuous difpenfations

of providence in this life, wherein we fee good men affliiSled,

deftitute, tormented, and the wicked permitted triumphantly

to ride over their heads, has been always looked upon as an

indifputable argument, by the generality of men, that there

will be a day in which God will judge the world in righte-

©ufnefs, and adminiftej- equity unto his people. Some indeed
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are (b bold as to deny it, while they are engaged in the purfuit

of the lull of the eye, and the pride of life. But follow them

to their deaih-bcds, afk them, when their fouls are ready to

launch into eternity, what they then think of a judgment tp

come ? and they will tell you, they dare not give their con-

fciences the lie any longer. They feel a fearful looking for of

judgment and fiery indignation in their hearts. Since then

thefe things are fo, does it not highly concern each of us, my
brethren, before we come on a bed of ficknefs, ferioufly to

examine how the account (lands between God and our fouls,

and how it will fare Vv'ith 14s in that day ? As for the openly

prophane, the drunkard, the whoremonger, the adulterer, and

fuch-like, there is no doubt of what will become of them;

without repentance they fhall never enter into the kingdom of

God and his Christ; no ; their damnation flumbereth not;

^ burning fiery Tiphet, kindled by the fury of God's eternal

y.'rath, is prepared for their reception, wherein they muft

fufper the vengeance of eternal fire. Nor is there the leaft

doubt of the ftate of true believers. For though they are dc-

fpifed and reje<Sied of natural men, yet being born again of

God, they are heirs of Gop, and joint heirs with Christ.

They have the earned of the promifed inheritance in their

hearts, and are afTured, that a new and jiving way is made

open for them, into the holy of holies, by the blood of Jesus

Christ, into which an abundant entrance (hall be adminif-

tered to them at the great day of account. The only qycf-

tion is, what will become of the ahno,^ Chrijliariy one that is

content to go, as he thinks, in a middle way to heaven, with-

out being prophane on the one hand, or, as he fallly imagines,

righteous over-much on the other? Many there are in every

congregation, and confequently fome here prefent, of this

llamp. And what is woril of all, it is more eafy to convincp

the moll: notorious publicans and finners of their being out of

a flate of falvation, than any of thefe. Notwithftanding, if

Jksus Christ may be our judge, they (hall as certainly be

rejecled and difowned by him at the laft day, as though they

lived in open defiance of all his laws. For wh^t fays our

Lord in the parable of which the words of the text are a

conclufion, and which I intend to make the fubjecl of my
prefent difcourfe. ** Then," at the day of jtidgment, which

• ' he



" he had been difcourfing of in the foregoing, and profeciites fri

this chapter, " (hall the kingdom of heaven, (the ftatc of pro-

feiTors in the gofpel church) be likened unto ten virgins, who
took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom." In

which words, is a manifeft allufion to a cuOom prevailing in

our Lord's time among the Jeivs^ at marriage folemnides,

which were generally at night, and at which it was cuftomary

for the perfons of the bride-chamber to go out in proccfHon,

with many lights, to meet the bridegroom. By the bridegroom^

you are here to underftand Jesus Christ. The church, i. e.

true believers, are hxsfpoufe; he is united to them by one fpi-

rit, even in this life; but the folemnizing of thefe facred nup-
tials, is referved till the day ofjudgment, when he (hall rome
to take them home to himfelf, and prefent them before nien

and angels, as his purchafc, to his Father, without fpot or

wrinkle, or any fuch thing. By the ten virgins wc are to

underftand, the profeflbrs of chriftianity in general. All are

called virgins, becaufe all are called to be faints. Whofocvcr
names the name of Christ, is obliged by that very profcfTion

to depart from all iniquity. But the pure and chafte \n heart,

are the only perfons that will be fo bleflcd as to fee God. As
Christ was born of a virgin, fo he can dwell in none but vir-

gin fouls, made pure and holy by the cohabitation of his holy

Spirit. What fays the apoflle ? " All are not Ifraelites that are

o^ Ifrael" all are not chrjftians that are called after the name
of Christ : No, fays our Lord, in the 2d verfc, *' Five of

thofe virgins were wife," true believers, " and five were

foolifli," formal hypocrites. But why are five faid to be wife,

and the other five foolifli ? Hear what our Lord fays in the

following verfes ; *' They that were foolifh took their lamps,

and took no oil with them: but the wife took oil in their vcf-

fels with their lamps." They that were foolifli took their

lamps of an outward profeffion. They would go to church,

fay over feveral manuals of prayers, come perhaps into a field

to hear a fermon, give at a collection, and receive the facra-

ment conftantly, nay, oftner than once a month. But then

here lay the miftake ; they had no oil in their lamps, no prin-

ciple of grace, no living faith in their hearts, without which,

though we fhould give all our goods to feed the poor, and our

bodies to be burnt, it would profit us nothing. In fhort, they
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were exaiSf, nay, perhaps fuperftitious bigots as to the form,

but all the while they were ftrangers to, and, in cfFeiS^, denied

the power of godlinefs in their hearts. They would go to

church, but at the fame time, think it no harm to go to a

ball or an afTembly, notwithftanding they promifed at their

baptifm, to renounce the pomps and vanities of this wicked

world. They were fo exceedingly fearful of being righteous

over-much, that they would even perfecute thofe that were

truly devout, if they attempted to go a ftep farther than them-

fclvcs. In one word, they never effedually felt the power of

the world to come. They thought they might be chriftians

without To much inward feeling, and therefore, notwithftand-

ing their high pretenfions, had only a name to live.

And now. Sirs, let me paufe a while, and in the name of

God, whom I endeavour to ferve in the gofpel of his dear

Son, give me leave to afk one queftion. Whilft I have beea

drawing, though in miniature, the character of thefe foolifh

virgins, have not many of your confciences made the applica-

tion, and vAth a fmall, ftill, though articulate voice, faid.

Thou man, thou woman, art one of thofe foolifh virgins, for

thy fentiments and pra6^ice agree thereto ? Stifle not, but ra-

ther encourage thefe convicSlions ; and who knows, but that

Lord who is rich in mercy to all that call upon him faith-

fully, may fo work upon you even by this foollfl-jnefs of preach-

ing, as to make you wife virgins before you return home ?

What they were you fliall know immediately :
" But the

ivife took oil in their veflels with their lamps." Obferve, the

wife, the true believers, had their lamps as well as the foolifh

virgins ; for chriftianity docs not require us to cafl ofFall out-

v;ard forms ; we may ufe forms, and yet not be formal : for

jnflance, it is poffible to worfhip God in a fet form of prayer,

and yet worfhip him in fpirit and in truth. And therefore,

brethren, let us not judge one another. The wife virgins had

their lamps ; herein did not lie the difference between them

and the foolifh, that one worfhipped God with a form, and

the other did not: No: as the Pharifee and Publican went up

to the temple to pray, fo thefe wife and foolifli virgins might

go to the fame place of worfhip, and fit under the fame mi-

niflry ; but then the wife took oil in their veffels with iheir

lamps; they kept up the form, but did not reft in it; their
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words in prayer were the language of their hearts, and they

were no ftrangers to inward feelings ; they were not afraid of*

fearching doctrines, nor affronted when minifters told them

they deferved to be damned ; they were not felf-righteous, but

were willing that Jesus Christ fliould have all the glory of

their falvation ; they were convinced that the merits of Jesus

Christ were to be apprehended only by faith ; but yet were

they as careful to maintain good works, as though they were

to be juftified by them : in (hort, their obedience flowed from

love and gratitude, and was chearful, conftant, uniform, uni-

verfal, like that obedience which the holy angels pay our Fa-

ther in heaven.

Here then let me exhort you to paufe again ; and if any of

you can faithfully apply thefe charadters to your hearts, give

God the glory, and take the comfort to your own fouls ; you

are not falfe but true believers. Jesus Christ has been made

of God to you wifdom, even that wifdom, whereby you (hall

be made wife unto falvation. God fees a difference between

you and fooiifh virgins, if natural men will not. You need

not be uneafy, though one chance and fate in this life may

happen to you both. I fay, one chance and fate ; for, ver. 5.

*' while the bridegroom tarried," in the fpace of time which

pafTed between our Lord's afcenfion and his coming again to

judgment, " they all flumbered and fit pt." The wife as well

as fooiifh died, for duft we are, and to duft we muft return.

It is no reflection at all upon the divine goodnefs, that be-

lievers, as well as hypocrites, muil pafs through the valley of

the ftiadow of death -, for Christ has taken away the fting of

death, fo that we need fear no evil. It is to them a paflyge

to everlafting life: death is only terrible to thofe who have no

hope, becaufe they live without faith in the world. Who-

foever there are amongft you, that have received the firfl-fruits

of the fpirit, I am perfuaded you are ready to cry out, we

would not live here always, we long to be difTolved, that we

may be with Jesus Christ; and though worms muft deflroy

our bodies as well as others, yet we are content, being allured

that our Redeemer liveth, that he will ftand at the latter days

upon the earth, and that in our flefh we (hall fee God.

But it is not fo with hypocrites and unbelievers beyond the

graves for what fays our Lord? »' And at midnight :"^

obferve,
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ol^rerve, at midnight, when all was hufhcd and quiet, and no

one dreaming of any fuch thing, ''a cry was made;" the

voice of the arch-angel and the trump of God was heard

founding this p-eneral alarm ; to things in heaven, to things

in earth, and to things in the waters under the earth, " Be-

hold !" mark how this awful fummons is uftiered in with

the word behold^ to engage our attention ? " Behold the

bridegroom cometh !" even Jesus Christ, the defire of na-

tions, the bridegroom of his fpoufe the church : Becaufe he

tarried for a while to exercife the faith of faints, and give Tin-

ners fpace to repent, fcofFers were apt to cry out, " Where

is the promife of his coming ? But the Lord is not flack con-

cerning his promife, as thefe men account flacknefs." For

behold, he that was to come, now cometh, and will not tarry

any longer : he cometh to be glorified in his faints, and to

take vengeance on them that know not God, and have not

obeyed his gofpel ; he cometh not as a poor defpifcd Galilean ;

not to be laid in a ftinking manger ; not to be dcfpifed and

rejc£led of men ; not to be blindfolded, fpit upon, and buffet-

ed; not to be nailed to an accurfed tree ; he cometh not as the

Son of man, but as he really was, the eternal Son of the eter-

nal God : He cometh riding on the wings of the wind, in the

glory of the Father and his holy angels, and to be had in ever-

lafling reverence of all that fliall be round about him. '' Go
ye forth to meet him ;" arife, ye dead, ye foolifh, as well as

wife virgin, arife and come to judgment. Multitudes, no

doubt, that hear this awakening cry, would rejoice if the

rocks mi2;ht fall on, and the hiils cover them from the pre-

fencc of the Lamb : what would they give, if as they lived as

beafts, they might now die like the beads that perifh ? How
would they rejoice, if thofe fame excufes which they made on

this fide eternity for not attending on holy ordinances, would

ferve to keep them from appearing before the heavenly bride-

groom I But as Adam^ notwithftanding his fig-leaves, and

the trees of the garden, could not hide himfelf from God,

when arretted with an <' Jdam^ where art thou ?'* So now

the decree is gone forth, and the trump of God has given

its laft found ; all tongues, people, nations, and languages,

both wife and foolilli virgins, muft come into his prefence, and

bow beneath his footflool ; even Poniius PilaU, Jnnas and

Caiaphas ;
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Cuiciphas \ even the proud pcrfccutin^ high-prlefts and Pha-
riCees of this generation, mull appear before him : for fays our
Lord, " then, (when the cry was made, Behold, the bride-

groom cometh !) in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,

the graves were opened, the fea gave up its dead, and '* all

thofe virgins, both wife and foolifh, arofe and trimmed their

lamps," or endeavoured to put themfclvcs in a proper pofturc

to meet the bridegroom.

But how may we imagine the foolifh virgins were furprized,

when, notvvithfianding their high thoughts and proud imagi-

nations of their fecurity, they now Hnd themftdves wholly

naked, and void of that inward holinefs and purity of heart,

without which no man living at that day fliall comfortably

meet the Lord ! I doubt not, but many of thefe foolifh vir-

gins, whilft in this world, were cloathed in purple and fine

linnen, fared fumptuoufly every day, and difdained to fet the

wife virgins, fome of whom might be as poor as Lazarus^ even

with the dogs or their flock. Thefe v/ere looked upon by

them asenthufiafts and madmen, as perfons that were righteous

over-much, and who intended to turn the world upfide down :

but now death hath opened their eyes, and convinced them,

to their eternal forrow, that he is not a true chriftian, who is

only one outwardly. Now they find (though, alas ! too late)

they, and not the wife virgins, had been behde themfclvcs.

Now their proud hearts are made to floop, their lofty looks

are brought low ; and as Dives entreated that Lazarus might

dip the tip of his finger in water, and be fent to cool his

tongue, fo thefe foolifii virgins, thefe formal hypocrites, are

obliged to turn beggars to thofe whom they once defpifed :

" Give us of your oil j" O ! impart to us a little of thaj

grace and holy fpirit, for the infifting on which we fools ac-

counted your lives madncfs ; for alas I
" our lamps are gone

out ;" we had only the form of godlinefs ; we were whited

fepulchres ; we v/ere heart-hypocrites ; we contented our-

felves with defiring to be good ; and though confident of fal-

vation whilft we lived, yet our hope is entirely gone, now

God has taken away our fouls : Give us therctore, O ! give

us, though we once defpifed you, give us of your oil, for our

lamps of an outward profefiion, and tranfient convictions, are

quite gone out. " Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people, faith

the
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the Lord." My brethren in Christ, hear what the fooViih

lay to the wile virgins, and learn in patience to pofTefs your

fouls. If you are true followers of the lowly Jesus, I am
perfuaded you have your names caft out, and all manner of

evil fpokcn falfly againft you, for his name's fake; for no one

ever did or will live godly in Christ Jesus, without fufFer-

ing pcrfecution ; Jiay, I doubt not but your chief foes are

thofe of your ov/n houfhold : tell me, do nor your carnal re-

lations and friends vex your tender fouls d?y by day, in bid-

ding you fpare yourfelves, and take heed kit )ou go too far :

And as you pafied along to come and hear the word of God,
have you not heard many a Pharifee cry out. Here comes ano-

ther troop of his followers ! Brethren, be not furprized,

Christ's fervants were always the world's fools
; you know

it hated him before it hated you. Rejoice and be exceeding

glad. Yet a little while, and behold the bridegroom cometh,

and then (hall you hear thefe formal fcoffing Pharifees faying

unto you, " Give us of your oil, for our lamps are gone out."

When you are reviled, revile not again : when you fufFer,

threaten not ; commit your fouls into the hands of him that

judgeth righteoufly : for behold the day cometh, when the

children of God fliall fpeak for themfelves.

The wife virgins, in the parable, no doubt endured the

fame cruel mockings as you may do ; but as the lamb before

the (liearers is dumb, fo in this life opened they not their

mouths ', but now we find they can give their enemies an.

anfwer :
" Not fo, left there be not enough for us and you ;

but go ye rather to them that fell, and buy for yourfelves."

Thefe words are not to be underftood as though they were

fpoken in an inCulting manner; for true charity teaches us to

ufe the worft of finners, and our moft bitter enemies, with

the meekoefs and gentlenefs of Christ : Though Dives was

in hell, yet Abraham does not fay. Thou villain, but only,

'' Son, remember :" and I am perfuaded, had it been in the

power of thefe wife virgins, they would have dealt with the

foolifh virgins, as, God knows, I would willingly deal with

my moft inveterate enemies, not only give them of their oil,

but alfo exalt them to the right hand of God. It was not

then for want of love, but the fear of wanting a fufficiency

for themfelves, tha: made them return this anfwer, " Not
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fo, left there be not enough for us and you :" For thev that

have moft grace, have none to fparc ; none but fclf-ri^^hteous,

foolifti virgins think they arc good enough, or have already

attained. Thofe who arc truly vi^ife are always moft diftruft-

ful of thcmfelves, prefTing forwards to the things that are be-

fore, and think it well if after they have done all, they can

make their calling and ele«Slion fure. '' Not fo, left there

be not enough for us and you ; but go ye racher to them that

fell, and buy for yourfelves." Thefe words indeed fcem to

be fpoken in a triumphant, but certainly they were uttered

in the moft compaffionate manner ;
" go ye to them that fell,

and buy for yourfelves ;" unhappy virgins ! you accounted

our lives folly ; whilft with you in the body, how often have

you condemned us for our zeal in running to hear the word

of God, and looked upon us as enthufiafts, for talking and

affirming, that we muft be led by the fpirit, and walk by the

fpirit, and feel the fpirit of God witnefling with our fpirits,

that we are his children ? But now you would be glad to be

partakers of this privilege, but it is not ours to give. You
contented yourfelves with fceking, when you fhould have been

ftriving to enter in at the ftrait gate. And now go to them

that fell, if you can, and buy for yourfelves.

And what fay you to this, ye foolifti formal profeflbrs ?

For I doubt not but curiofity and novelty hath brought many

fuch, even to this defpifed place, to hear a fermon. Can you

hear this reply to the foolifti virgins, and yet not tremble ?

Why, yet a little while, and thus it fliall be done to you.

Rejoice and bolfter yourfelves up in your duties and forms

;

endeavour to cover your nakednefs with the fig-leaves of an

outward profeflion and a legal righteoufnefs, and defpife the

true fervants of Christ as much as you pleafe, yet know,

that all your hopes will fail you when God brings you into

judgment. For not he who commendeth himfelf is juftified,

but he whom the Lord commendeth.

But to return j we do not hear of any reply the foolifti vir-

gins make : No, their confciences condemned them ; like the

perfon without a wedding-garment, they are ftruck dumb,

and are now filled with anxious thoughts how they ftiall buy

oil, that they may lift up their heads before the bridegroom.

« But vrhilft they went to buy," ver. 10, whilft they were

thinking
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thinking whnt they fliould do, the bridegroom, the Lord Je-

sus, the king, the hufband of his fpoufe the church, cometh, at-

tended with thoufands and twenty times ten thoufands of faints

and angels, publicly to count up his jewels ;
" and they thiit

were ready," the wife virgins who had oil in their lamps,

and were feaied by his fpirit to the day of redemption, thefi

having on the wedding garment of an imputed righteoufnefs,

and a new nature, " went in with him to the marri?.ge.*'

But who can exprefs the tranfports that thefe wife virgins

felt, when they were thus admitted, in holy triumph, into

the prefence and full enj-oyment of him, whom their fouls

hungred and thirfled after ! No doubt they had tafted of his

love, and by faith had often fed en him in their hearts, when

fitting down to commemorate his laft fupper here on earth •

but how full may we think their hearts and tongues were of

his praifes, when they fee themfelves featcd together to eat

bread in his heavenly kingdom. And what was beft of allj

*' the door was fhut," and fhut them in, to enjoy the evet

blefTed GcD, and the company of angels and the fpirits of jufl

men iiiade per fec>, without interruption for evermore. I fay,

without interruption ; for in this life, their eyes often gufhed

out with water, becaufe mCn kept not God's law; and they

could never come to appear before the Lord, or to hear hii

wordj but Satan and his cmifiaries would come alfo to difturb

them 5 but now " the door is fhut," now there is a perfect

communion of faint?, which they in t'ain longed for in thi^l

lower world ; now tares no longer grow up with the wheat

;

not one fingle hypocrite or unbeliever can fcrecn himfelt

amongft them. " Now the wicked ceafe from troubling, and

now their weary fouls enjoy an everlafling reft."

Once more, O believers, let me exhort you in patience to

pofiefs 5'our fouls. God, if he has frei^ly juftified you by

faith in his fon, and given you his fpirir, has feaied you to

be his ; and has fecured you, as furely as he fecured AW;,

when he locked him in the ark. But though heirs of God^

and joint heirs with Christ, and neither men nor deviL can*

pluck you out of your heavenly Father's hands, yet you muft

be tofled about with manifold temptations ; however, lift up

your heads, the day of your perfe^l, compleat redemption

draweth nigh, Behold the bridegroom cometh to take yoti

• I

"
to
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to bimfelf, the door (hall be (hut, and you (hall be fur ever

wiih the Lord.

But 1 even tremble to tell you, O nominal chriflians, that

ihe door will be (hut, I mean the door of mercy, never,

never to be opened to give you admifTion, though you (hould

continue knocking to all eternity. For thus (peaks our

Lord, v. ii. "Afterwards," after thofe that were ready

went in, and the door was (hut ; after they had, to their for-

row, found that no oil was to be bought, no grace to be pro-

cured, "came alfo the other virgins;" and zs Efau^ after

yacob had gotten the blefling, cried with an exceedin^r bitter

cry, " Blefs me, even me alfo, O my father j" fo they came
faying, " Lord, Lord, open to us." Obferve the impor-

tunity of thefe foolifli virgins, implied in the words, " Lord,
I^ORD." Whilft in the body, I fuppofe they only read, did

not pray over their prayers. If you now tell them, they fhould
" pray without ceallng," they fhould pray from their hearts,

and feel the want of what they prayed for ; they would an-

Iwer, they could not tell what you mean by inward feelings
;

that God did not require us to be always on our knees, but

if a man did juflly, and loved mercy, and did as the church

forms required him, it was as much as the Lord required at

his hands.

I fear, firs, too many among us are of this mind : nay, I

fear there are many fo polite, fo void of the love of God, as

to think it too great a piece of felf-denial, to rife early to of-

fer up a facrifice of praife and thankfgiving acceptable to (joD

through Jesus Christ. If any fuch, by the good provi-

dence of God, are brought hither this morning, I befcech

you to confider your ways, and remember, if you are not

awakened out of your fpiritual lethargy, and live a life of

prayer here, you (hall but in vain cry out with the foolifli

virgins, " Lord, Lord, open unto us," hereafter. Ob-
ferve farther, the impudence, as well as importunity of thefc

other virgins ; "Lord, Lord," f?.y they, as thoMgh they

were intimately acquainted with the holy Jesus. Like num-

bers among uf, who bccaufe they go to church, rt.peat their

creeds, and receive the blcfled facrciment, think thry have a

right to call Jesus their Saviour, and dare call Gon their

Father, when they ^wi \]d the Lord's prayer. But J 1:5 us ig

not
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not your Saviour. The devi), not GoD, is your father, un«

lefs your hearty are purified by faith, and you are born agairj

from above. It is not merely being baptized by water, but

"being born again of the Holy Ghoft that muft qualify you

for falvation ; and it will do you no fervice at the great day,

to fay unto Christ, Lord, my name is in the regifter of

fuch and fuch a parifh. I am perfuaded, the foolifli virgins

could fay this and more j but what anfwer did Jesus make ?

He anfwered and faid, ver. 12. " Verily, I fay unto you:"

He puts the word Verily, to afiure them he was in earneft,

*' I fay unto you,'* I who am truth itfelf, I whom you have

owned in words, but in works denied, " verily, I fay unto

you, I know you not." Thefe words muft not be underftood

]iterally ; for whatever Arians and Socinians may fay to the

contrary, yet we affirm, that Jesus Christ is God, God
blefled for ever, and therefore knoweth all things. He faw

Nathanlely when under the fig-tree : he fees, and is now look-

ing down from heaven, his dwelling-place, upon us, to fee

how we behave in thefe fields. Brethren, I know nothing

of the thoughts and intents of your hearts, in coming hither;

but Jesus Christ knows who come like new-born babes,

defirous to be fed with the fmcere milk of the word ; and he

knows who came to hear what the babler fays, and to run

away with part of a broken fentence, that they may have

whereof to accufe him. This expreffion then, " I know you

not," muft not be underftood literally ; no, it implies a know^-

ledge of approbation, as though Christ had faid, " You
call me. Lord, Lord, but you have not done the things

that I have faid ;
you defire me to open the door, but how

can you come in hither not having on a wedding garment ?

Alas, you are naked 1 Where is my outward righteoufnefs

imputed to you ? Where is my inherent righteoufnefs wrought

in you ? Where is my divine image ftamped upon your fouls ?

How dare you call me Lord, Lord, when you have not re-

ceived the Holy Ghoft, whereby I feal all that are truly mine ?

*' Verily, I know you not ; depart from me, ye curfed, into

cverlafting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels."

And now, he that hath ears to hear, let him hear what man-

ner of perfons thefe were, whom Jesus Christ difmifled

with this anfwer. Remember, I entreat you, remember they

are
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?.rc not fe'nt, away for being fornicators, fwcarcrs. fabbith-

breakers, or prodigals. No, in all probability, as I ubfcrved

before, they were, touching the outward obfcrvances of the

moral law, blamelefs ; they were conftant as to the form of

religion ; and if they did no good, yet no one could fay, they

<lid any one any harm. The only thing for which they were

condemned, and eternally baniflied from the piefcncc of the

Lord, (for fo much is implied in " I,know you not") was

this, they had no oil m their lamps, no principle of a true

Jiving faith and holinefs in their hearts. And if perfons may
go to church, receive the facrament, lead honcft moral lives,

and yet be fent to hell at the laft day, as they certainly will

be if they advance no farther. Where wilt thou, O drunkard ?

Where wilt thou, O fwearcr i* Where wilt thou, O fabbath-

breaker ? Where wilt thou that denicfl divine revelation, atul

even the form of godlinefs ? Where will you, and fuch-like

finners appear ? I know very well. You muft appear before

the dreadful tribunal of Jesus Christ: however you may,

like Fe/ixy put ofF the profecution of your convitSlions, yet

you, as well as others, muft arife after death, and appear in

judgment ; you will then find, to your eternal forrow, what

I juft hinted at in the beginning of this difcouiR-, that your

damnation flumbereth not : fm has blinded your hearts, and

hardened your foreheads now, but yet a little while, and our

Lord will eafe him of his adverfaries. Methinks, by faith,

1 fee the heavens opened, and the holy Jesus coming, with

his face brighter than ten thoufand funs, darting fury upon

you from his eyes ! Methinks I fee you rifing from your

graves, trembling and aftonifhed, and crying out, who can

abide this day of bis coming !

And now what inference (hall I draw from what has been

delivered? Our Lord, in the words of the text, has drawn

one for me ; " Watch therefore, for ye know neither the

day nor the hour wherein the Son of man comcth."

^^ IFatcb •" that i<, be upon your guard, and keep your

graces in continual exercife : For as when we are commanded

to watch unto prayer, it fignifies that we ihould continue in-

ftant in that duty ; fo when we are required to watch in ge-

neral, it means that we (hould put on the whole armour o(

God, and live every day as though it was our laft. And O !

Vol. V. B b that

50



[ S86 ]

that the LoTiD may now enable me to lift up my voice like a

trumpet ! For had I a thoufand tongues, or could I jpeak To

loud that the whole world might hear me, I could not found

a more ufeful alarm than that which is contained in the text.

Watch therefore, my brethren, I befeech you by the mer-

cies of God in Christ Jesus, watch ; be upon your guard ;

awake, ye that fleep in the duft : for ye know neither the day

nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh. Perhaps to-

day, perhaps this midnight, the cry may be made :
*' for in

a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, the trump is to

found." However, fuppofnig the final day of judgment m/ay

yet be a great way ofF, the day of death is certainly near at

hand : for what is our life ? " It ig^but a vapour," but a fpan

long, foon paiTeth it away, and we are gone. Blefled be

God, we are all here well ; but who, out of this great mul-

titude, dares fay, I fliall go home to my houfe in fafety ?

Who knows, but whilft I am fpeaking, God may commif-

fion his miniftring fpirits immediately to call fome of you .

away by a fudden ftroke, to give an account with what atten-

tion you have heard this fermon. You know, my brethren,

fome fuch inftances we have lately had. And what angel or

fpirit hath afTured us, that fome of you fhall not be the next ?

*' Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the

hour wherein the Son of man will come:" And it is chiefly

for this reafon, that God has hidden the day of our deaths

from us. For fmce I know not but I may die tomorrow,'

why, O my foul, may each of us fay, wilt thou not watch

to day ? Since I know not but I may die the next moment,

why wilt thou not prepare for dying this ? Many fuch re-

fle£lions as thefe, my brethren, croud in upon my mind. At*

prefent, blelTed be the Lord, who delights to magnify his

ilrength in a poor worm's weaknefs, I am at a ftand, not fo

much about what I (hall fay, as what I fhall leave unfaid.

My belly, like Elihus^ is, as it were, full of new wines 5

" out of the abundance of my heart my mouth fpeaketh."

The feeing fo great a multitude ftanding before me ; a fenfe of

the infinite majefty of that God in whofe name I preach, and

before whom I as Well as you muft appear, to give an account

;

and the uncertainty there is whether I fhall live another day,

to fpeak to you any more : thefe confiderations, efpecially

4he
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the prefence of God, which I nov/ feci upon my foul, fur-

nifhes me with fo much miUter, that 1 fcarce know where to

begin, or where to end my application. However, for mc-
thoJ-fake, by the divine afliftance, I v/ill branch it into three

particulars.

And fir/f, I would remind you that arc riotorloufly ungodly,

of what our Lord fays in the text: For though I have faid

that your damnation flumbereth not, vvhilft you continue in

an impenitent (late; yet that v/as only to fct you upon your

watch, to convince you of your danger, and excite you to

cry out, " What fliall we do to be faved ?" I appeal to all

that hear me, whether I have faid, the door of mercy flioulJ

be fliut againft you, if you believe on Jesus Christ : No,
if you are the chief of Tinners ; if you are murderers of fathers,

and murderers of mothers ; if you are emphatically the dung
nnd ofpscouring of all things; yet if you believe on Jesus

Christ, and cry unto him with the fame faith as the expir-

ing thief, " Lord, remember me, now thou art in thy king-

dom 5" I will pawn my eternal falvation upon it, if he dues

not fhortly tranflate you to his heavenly paradife. "W^ondcr

not at my fpeaking with fo much aflurance : For I know " it

is a faithful and true faying, and worthy of all acceptation,

that Jesus Christ came into the world to fave (all truly af-

fected and believing) Tinners : Nay, fo gre^t is his love, that

I am perfuaded, was it neccjffary, he would come again into

the world, and die a fecond time for them on the crofs. But,

blefled be God, wijen our Lord bowed down his her.d, and

gave up the ghoft, our redemption w^as finifhed. It is not

our fins, but our want of a lively faith in his blood, that will

prove our condemnation : if you draw near to hira by faith,

though ye are the word of finners, yet he will not fay unto

you, " Verily I know you not." No, a door of mercy (hall

be opened to you. Look then, look then, by an eye of faith,

to that God -man whom ye have pierced. Behold him blced-

ino", panting, dving upon the crofs, with arms ftretched out

ready to embrace you all. Hark 1 how he groans ! See how

all nature is in an agony ! The rocks rend, the graves open ;

the fun withdraws its light, afliamcd as it were to fee the G jd

of nature fufFer ; and all this to uflicr in man's great redemp-

tion. Nay, the iloly Jfsus, in the very agonies and pangs
' B b 2 of
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of death, prays for his very murderers ;
" Father, forgive them,

for they knov^' not vi^hat they do/* If then you have crucified

the Son of God afrcfh, and put him to an open fhame, yet do

not defpalr, only believe, and even this {hall be forgiven.

You have read, at leaft you have heard, no doubt, howr

three thoufand were converted at St. Peter*s preaching one

fingle fermon, after our Lord's afcenfion into heaven ; and

many of the crucifiers of the Lord of glory undoubtedly were

amongft them ; and why fhould you defpair ? For " Jesus

Christ is the fame yefterday, to-day, and for ever." The
Holy Ghoft (hall be fent down on you, as well as on them,

if you do but believe ; for Christ afccnded up on high to re-

ceive this gift even for the vileft of men. Come then, all

ye that are weary and heavy laden with the fenfe of your fins,

lay hold on Christ by faith, and he will give you reft ; for

falvation is the free gift of God to all them that believe. And
though you may think this too good news to be true, yet I

fpeak the truth in Christ, I lie not, this is the gofpel, this

is the glad tidings which we are commiilioned to preach to

every creature. Be not faithlcfs then, but believing. Let not

the devil lead you captive at his will any longer ; for all the

wages he gives his fervants is death, death often in this life,-

death everlafting in the next : But the free gift of God, is

eternal life to all that believe in Jesus Christ. Pharifees

are and will be offended at my coming here, and offering you

falvation on fuch cheap terms ; but the more they bid me hold

my peace, the more will I cry out and proclaim to convided

finners, that Jesus, David's Son according to the flefti, but

David\ Lord as he was God, will have mercy upon all that

by a living faith truly turn to him. If this is to be vile, I

pray God, I may be more vile. If they v;ill not let rQ.e preach

Christ crucified, and offer falvation to poor finners in a

church, I will preach him in the lanes, ftreets, highways and

hedges ; and nothing pleafes me better, than to think I am
now in one of the devils ftrongeft holds. Surely, the Lord
has not fent me and all you hither for nothing ; no, blefled

be God, the fields are white ready unto harveft, and many
fouls I hope will be gathered into his heavenly garner. It is

true, it is the midnight of the church, efpecially the poor

church ofEngLmd', but God has lately fent forth his fervants

to
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to cry, "Behold the bridegroom cometh :" I befeech you,

O finners, hearken unto the voice ! Let me efpoufe you by
faith to my dear marter ; and henceforward " watch and pray,"

that you may be ready to go forth to meet him.

Secondly^ I would apply myfclf to thofe amongft you, that

are not openly profane, but by depending on a formal round
of duties, deceive your own fouls, and are only foolidi virf^ins.

But I muft fpeak to your convi(5lion, rather than your com-
fort. My dear brethren, do not deceive your own fouls. You
have heard how far the foolifli virgins went, and yet were
anfwered with *' Verily I know you not :'* The rcafon i?,

becaufe none but fuch who have a living faith in Jesus
Christ, and are truly born again, can poffibly enter into

the kingdom of heaven. You may, perhaps, live honeft and

outwardly moral lives, but if you depend on that moraliry,

or join your works with your faith, in order to juftify you
before God, you have no lot or (hare in Christ's redemp-

tion : For what is this but to deny the Lord that has bought

you ? What is this but making yourfelvcs your own Savi-

ours? taking the crown from Jesus Christ, and putring

it on your own heads ? The crime of the devil, lome have

fuppofed, confifted in this, that he would not bow to Jesus

Christ, when the Father commanded all the angels to v/or-

fhip him; and wnat do you lefs ? You will not own and

fubmit to his righteoufnefs ; and though you pretend to wor-

fhip him with your lips, yet your hearts are far fi'im him;

befides you, in effe£l, deny the operations of his bleficd fpi-

rit, you miftake common for effectual grace
;

y>u hope to

befaved, becaufe you have good defires, and a few lliort con-

victions ; and what is this, but to give God, his word, and

all his faints, the lie ? A Jew, a Tur^, has equally as good

grounds whereon to build his hopes of lalvation. Need I

not then to cry out to you, ye foolKh virgins, watch. Beg of

God to convince y(;u of your fclf-righteoufncfs, and tiie fe-

cret unbelief of your hearts; or otherwifc, whcnfocvcr the

cry (hall be made, " Behold the bridegroom comcih," you

will find yourfelves utterly unprepared to go forth to nieet

him: You may cry "Lord, Lord i" but the anfwcr will

be, " Verily, I know you not."

B b 3 Tbirdi)'^
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nirdl)\ I would fpeak a word or two by way ot cxhorta*

tjoii to thofe v/ho are wife virgins, and are aflured that they

have on a wedding-garment. That there are many fuch

amongfl you, who by grace have renounced your own righte-

oufnefs, and know that the righteoufnefs of the Lord Jesus

is imputed to you, 1 make no doubt. God has his fecret

ones in the wo: ft of times ; and I am perfuaded he has not let

{o loud a gofpel cry to be made amongft his people, as of late

lias been heard, for nothing. No, I am confident, the Holy

Gholl has been given to many at the prenching of faith, and

has powerfully fallen upon many, whilft they have been hear-

ing the word. You are now then no longer foolifli, but wife

virgins ; notwithftanding, 1 befecch you alfo to fuffer the

word of exhoitation ; for wife virgins are too apt, whilft the

bridegroom tarries, to Dumber and fieep. Watch therefore,

my dear brethren, watch and pray, at this time efpecially
j

for perhaps a time of fuftering is at hand. The ark of the

Lord begins already to be driven into the vvildernefs. Be

ye therefore upon your v/atch, and ftill perfevere in following

your Lord, even without the camp, bearing his reproach :

the crv that has been lately made, has awakened the devil and

his fervants j they begin to rage horribly ; and well they may ;

for I hope their kingdom is in danger. Watch therefore, for

if we are not always upon our guard, a time of trial may over-

take us unawares ; and, inftead of ov/ning, like Peter we may

be tempted to deny our mafler. Set death and eternity often

before you. Look unto Jesus, the author and finiiher of

your faith, and confider how little a while it will be, ere he

comes to judgment 5 and then our reproach fnall be wiped

away ; the accufers of us and our brethren fliall be caft down,

and we all (liall be lodged in heaven for ever, v/ith our dear

IjORD Jesus.

Lajlly ; what I fay unto you, I fay unto all, watch ; high

and low, rich and poor, young and old, one with another,

I befeech you, by the mercies of Jesus, to be upon your

guard : fly, fly to Jesus Christ, that heavenly bridegroom :

behold he defires to take you to himfelf, miferable, poor,

blind and naked as you are ; he is willing to cloath you with

his everlafting righteoufnefs, and make you partakers of that

glory, which he enjoyed u'ith the Father before the world

|3Cgan.
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began. Do not turn a deaf ear to me ; do not rejt^iEl the mef-
fage on account of the meanncfs of the meffenger. I am a

child ; but the Lord has chofen me, that the glory mi ^ht be
all tis own. Had he fent to invite you by a learned rabbi,

you might have been tempted to think the man had done
Ibmething; but now God iias fent a child, that the excel-

lency of the powder may be feen not to be of man, but of God.
Let the learned Pharifccs then defpife my youth : I care not

hovv^ vile I appear in the fjght of fuch men 3 I glory in it.

And I am perfuaded, if any of you fliould be married to

Christ by this preaching, you will have no reafon to repent,

when you come to heaven, that God fent a child to cry,

'' Behold the bridegroom cometh 1" O! my brethren, the

thought of being inftrumental in bringing one'of you to glory,

fills me with frefii zeal. Once more I entreat you, " Watch,
watch and pray :" For the Lord Jesus will receive all that

call upon him faithfully. Let that cry, " Behold the bride-

groom cometh," be continually founding in your ears ; and

begin now to live, as though you were afTured, this night you

were to " go forth to meet him.'* I could fay more, but

the other bufmefs and duties of the day oblige me to flop. May
the Lord give you all an hearing ear, and obedient heart, and

fo clofely unite you to himfelfbyone fpirit, that when he

fliall come in terrible majefty, to judge mankind, you may be

found having on a wedding garment, and ready to go in with

him to the marriage.

Grant this, O Lord, for thy dear Son's fake !

8b4 SERMON


